
There continues to be good news from Cuba 
regarding the growth of the work. Today, the 
original hall in Vibora is still being used and a 
group of about 20 believers meet weekly in this 
hall.  In Pinar del Rio, five new believers were 
baptized this July during a small conference.  

See page 2 for details 
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A Look Back – 1938 - 1960 
The article on Cuba in the Spring edition of 
HORIZONS resulted in Dawn Heels (daughter of 
Vern and Ilda Markle) forwarding this photo and 
providing additional information on the early days of 
the Lord’s work in Cuba.  These are the brethren and 
sisters who blazed the trail and raised the Gospel 
banner in Cuba before 1960.  This photo was taken 
in front of the Vibora Gospel Hall in Havana some 
time before 1960 and those in the picture are: 
Back: Vern Markle, Ed Wickert, Tom Smith, Edward 
Doherty, Bob Leighton, Betty and George Walker, 
Arnold Adams, David Adams holding son Stephen or 
more likely Alfred.  
Middle: Ilda Markle, Henrietta Wickert, Jean Smith, 
Effie Leighton, Kay Adams.  
Front: Pat Ritchie (later to become Doherty), 
Kathleen Hamilton who was an American and Agnes 
Adams.  Pat Ritchie worked down in the Pinar del 
Rio province; when Ed Doherty first came, he was 
single and later married, Pat Ritchie. 
Tom and Jean Smith were the most senior of the 
labourers in Cuba at the time and began in Vedado, 
Havana. When the Adams brothers arrived, they 
headed north-west to Pinar del Rio province.  Ed 
Doherty, Kathleen Hamilton, Pat Ritchie, Bob and 
Effie Leighton and later Doug and Kathleen Reid 
also headed that way.  The Markles started up the 
Vibora work in Havana in 1948 and then after five 
years went south to the eastern provinces, returning 
to Canada in 1960.  George and Betty Walker started 
up the work in La Salud area and stayed there.  
Arnold and Kay Adams and family moved down to 
the east (after 1954) and went up to the mountains of 
Confin where the “revolution” with Fidel Castro was 

 Inside the Vibora Gospel hall in March this year. 

born.  They eventually had to move down from there 
to a city south of Bayamo. Of those early memories, 
Dawn commented “they can still overwhelm me as 
they were a very special time in my life”. 
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CHILE 
Anne Reid 
It is winter time here, with the usual difficulties of 
cold, dampness and sickness - I am very thankful to 
the Lord for the good health He gives me, but others 
have had different problems which affect the 
attendance. 

On Sunday afternoons we have a class with the 
children. One Sunday recently we were not able to 
get there because the only road into the area was 
flooded - it rained hard during the night and early 
morning which caused the problem.  Then this past 
Sunday just before time for the class there were more 
showers and although no flooding, for various 
reasons the children just weren't around.  The girls 
who help me went house to house as usual, but as it 
is winter vacation time for the schools many were 
away …. hopefully with an improvement in the 
weather, the children will once again come to the 
classes. 

Last Saturday we had a special activity with the girls 
from the two classes - I have the classes at my home, 
one in the morning for the younger girls and in the 
afternoon for the high school group.  Your prayers 
are appreciated - with so many things going on in 
this sinful world and the activities  so acceptable it is 
hard for them to realize just how holy God is. 

We have had to make some changes with the Friday 
afternoon class in San Clemente.  Usually, the 
children  get out of school early because of the long 
hours other days so we had the class at three o'clock.  
The teachers of the public schools have been on 
strike since the beginning  of June.  This has affected 
mostly the high schools, but some elementary 
schools were also affected.   We have changed the 
time, so hope that this works.  We went and talked to 
the mothers after the class last Friday and the sister 
who lives in  San  Clemente  was going to give out 
some invitations with the new time. 

The classes continue with the girls in the homes -  
One little girl came up to me at the end and said "this 
was a very good class".  We pray that the Word of 
God will find a place in their hearts.   These last two 
weeks I have not gone to the Home for teens as most 
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of them were going to be away visiting family.  This 
is difficult work, so I really need your prayers. 

Over the many years I have been here in Talca, your 
prayerful support has been much appreciated. 

Jalisco, MEXICO 
Jonathan and Hannah Seed
We appreciate very much that you were thinking 
about us and have supported the work that the Lord 
has called us to do. We trust this short update will 
also be encouraging and helpful for you to pray more 
intelligently for the work we are engaged in. 

Summertime in Mexico is usually a very busy time 
for children's work. Towards the end of July, we held 
a series of meetings for the children. Each night we 
had great attendance and made new contacts. One 
pattern we have noticed with special series is that we 
always get excellent attendance during the series but 
rarely see the same people return on a consistent 
basis. We are working on building lasting 
connections with the parents of the children and the 
children themselves who attended the series. 

We are also preparing for two weeks of meetings on 
Assembly truth to be held in September. We have 
been working in Guadalajara to see an assembly 
established for over two years. We have seen a 
sincere desire on behalf of the brethren do the same 
and we believe we are nearing the right time. We are 
praying for wisdom in regard to timing and until 
then we will be teaching specific topics with respect 
to the New Testament assembly. 

There are 13 brethren who are baptized and gather 
with us on a regular basis and three others that come 
intermittently. Please pray especially for a lady 
named Cecilia and her daughter Jenny. She has had a 
very rough experience in recent years with physical 
abuse from her husband and severe emotional abuse 
from her parents. She has a background in a very 
conservative charismatic denomination and has been 
taught many false doctrines. Thankfully we live a 
few blocks away and we seek to counsel and care for 
her when possible. 
When possible we are also working in a rural village 
in the Sierra Occidental Mountains of Nayarit state. 
The village of El Cora has a sparse population of 

300, most of whom work in the surrounding coffee, 
mango, jack fruit, and banana plantations. It is a 
difficult place to get to but the few believers who 
live there need teaching and there is also great 
attendance at any gospel meetings we arrange. 

At the moment, we are preaching outdoors in a 
makeshift garage with a mud floor. Unfortunately, 
the owner of the property allows preachers from the 
cults in the area to use the same location when we 
are not around. Because of the great confusion this 
has caused one of our goals for the next few months 
is to purchase a property on the which we can camp 
during our visits and also build a small hall for the 
preaching of the Word. This will allow us to preach 
and hold meetings with more liberty. 

Prayer requests: 
• For Hannah who is due to give birth in December. 

Hannah is kept very busy as it is   with our 3yr old. 
Oliver-James, and our twin girls Philippa and Lily-
Mae. 

• Wisdom in regard to the establishment of an 
assembly in Guadalajara 

• The sending of more labourers into Mexico - 
particularly Jalisco Nayarit 

• Finding and purchasing a suitable property for the 
building of a small hall in El Cora. 

Chiriquí, PANAMA 
Marcos and Sara Sequera 

!  
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But the word of God grew and multiplied. Acts 12:24

We trust that these words we write will encourage 
the Lord’s people to pray in favour of the work that 
the Lord is doing in these places. 
Chiriqui has 13 districts, and we move between  
three of them: David, Dolega and Boquete. Three 
sisters, have already been baptized, who live in 
David and two of them have been received into 
fellowship. We have maintained a home study with 
them in order that they might learn more about the 
doctrine of the Lord. In Boquete where we live is 
another family of new believers, which recently have 
been received into the assembly. They show much 
astonishment when they hear the biblical teachings 
as to salvation and the functioning of the Assembly, 
as they had attended several denominations, where 
they had not even heard of their need to be saved all 
the years they were there. The rest of the Christians 
and those who attend the meetings live in Dolega, 
where there is an Assembly. 

We also devote some time with them to read and 
study some key passages of the Word of God. So our 
activities in the Gospel and teaching are closely 
linked to the Assembly in Dolega.  We also continue 
activities with children in the Sunday school, and 
every Friday afternoon in a small village close to the 
hall. 

We are very encouraged by the activity with the 
youth on Friday evenings. The number has grown 
considerably, mostly unsaved boys from homes 
where none of their parents professes faith in the 
Lord either. 
Once a month we go out to distribute literature, 
texts, brochures, New Testaments, etc., in different 
sectors of the province. Right now we are involved 
in the project of the construction of a new hall for 
the assembly. Thanks to the Lord, it is moving well. 

During March, April and May we had a series 
preaching the Gospel. A brother from Venezuela 
helped us for one month, then David and Penelope 
Alves, from City of the Carmén, Mexico, helped us 
for 3 more weeks. There was some fruit in salvation 
and encouragement amongst the Lord’s people. As a 
result of these activities, we have now commenced a 
weekly meeting in a village on the outskirts of 

Dolega, preaching the Gospel in a small rented 
house. 

Our children are well, attending a school near our 
house. We had a good experience recently, when our 
eldest Juan Marcos and Paul the youngest professed 
faith in Christ. Barnabas who is nine years old has 
not yet professed. We appreciate your prayers that he 
too might accept Christ.  

Byrne and Lois Foreshew continue working in the 
province of Panama. The Assembly in Valle 
Hermoso is their field of work and service. From 
there they help also in many other activities that 
occupy much of their time in the service of the Lord. 

Lviv, UKRAINE                          
Edmund & Agnes Johnston  

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither 
your ways my ways, saith the Lord, Isaiah 55:8 

We are both deeply thankful to the Lord for His 
sustaining Grace and preservation over the last few 
months and would like to thank all for their 
continued remembrance of us at the Throne of Grace. 

Although the war in the East of Ukraine continues, 
the fatalities have decreased. However, there is still 
much loss of life with no solution in sight.  The 
people of Ukraine feel discouraged and depressed 
with the current situation, and economically things 
are getting worse with rising prices and the value of 
local currency crashing. 

We thank God daily for the many open doors and 
opportunities to “sow the seed” and promote the 
“Good News” of the Gospel.  During the last few 
months, we continued our visits to the 8 different 
orphanages in the Lviv region that we work with and 
try to help.  We have been able to build strong 
relationships with both staff and children over the 
years and look to the Lord to bless the Gospel as we 
“hold forth the Word of Life”.  We are so encouraged 
by the answers given by the children to the Bible 
Truth we endeavour to teach them.  Perhaps only 
eternity will reveal what has been accomplished for 
His Glory. 
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We enjoyed a visit from Eric & Margy Fowler (New 
Foundland) during March.  Our brother and sister 
spent most of the time working in Ivano Frankisk 
and came to Lviv each weekend for the breaking of 
bread,  and  our brother gave some valuable ministry 
on NT assembly principles and practices. 

We recently made a visit to Bealie Common a village 
where we called with 5 different personal contacts.  
The purpose of these visits is to give food bags, 
literature, read the scriptures and share the Gospel.  
We were saddened to learn of the death of Victor’s 
wife just 2 weeks before we came.  We had often 
told her about the Saviour and hope that she trusted 
Christ before entering eternity.  Another call in this 
village was with Lydda, a dear believer who lives 
with her son Jene who is not saved.  He listened well 
as we read the bible together and explained to him 
his great need of salvation and about the great 
Redeemer who died to save him. 

In May we had a meeting at the University with 
many students, lecturers and directors.  God gave 
help as we spoke on “women at the cross” from 
John’s Gospel, attention was excellent and 
afterwards we had tea with the director and some of 
the lecturers.  Please pray that God’s voice will be 
heard in these God-given opportunities. 

Last week again we visited Ruslan’s cousin Stephan 
& Suitlana & their two teenage children.  This 
couple occasionally visits the meetings, however we 
feel it very profitable to engage in one to one 
conversation in their home.  On this visit they 
provided a very nice “Ukrainian meal” and then we 
had the joy of opening the scriptures at Genesis 22 
when young Volodia their son read some verses and I 
spoke a little word on Abraham and Isaac and 
pointed them to the Lord Jesus as the “Lamb of God 
which taketh away the sin of the world”. 

Unfortunately, in the middle of May, I (Edmund) had 
my wallet “pick pocketed”, driving licence, jeep 
documents and bank/credit cards all stolen.  This 
resulted in me not being able to drive in Lviv and 
necessitated us returning to NI to have all these 
papers and cards replaced.  Also we were advised to 
exchange our Jeep. This took a month to complete 
before returning to Lviv to continue our service for 

the Master.  Amongst some of the lessons learned 
from this incident, are the words recorded in Psalm 
31:14, 15 But I trusted in thee, o Lord:  I said Thou 
art my God.  My times are in thy hand: Please “pray 
for us” and the work of God in Lviv that the name of 
the Lord Jesus might be exalted and glorified. 

El Mene, VENEZUELA  
Edward and Ruth Smith

Christ is preached; and I therein do rejoice, yea, and 
will rejoice. Phil. 1 v 18b 
We give thanks to the Lord for the opportunity to 
visit Canada and to meet many likeminded believers 
and share with assemblies meeting in the Lord’s 
name. The missionary conference in Toronto was 
also a special time for us. God also gave us the 
opportunity to spend over a week with Ashley Milne 
and also to visit ex-missionaries, Mrs. Rhoda 
Cumming and Neal and Alice Thompson who 
dedicated many years to the work in Venezuela. 

On our return to Colombia, Willian, Kylie Alcala and 
family were waiting for us. (Kylie, our daughter had 
not visited Colombia for fifteen years) They are 
serving the Lord in Brisbane, Australia. 

We took them to all of the assemblies and preaching 
points in the northern part of the country. We shared 
two weeks of special gospel meetings in Sincelejo 
where each afternoon there was evangelization. 
Good numbers came in to hear the Word and one 
teenager professed to be saved for which we praise 
the Lord. 
On our return to El Mene, Venezuela, the believers 
were in the fifth week of nightly meetings. Prayer, 
ministry and Bible studies. This was followed by 
four weeks of gospel preaching. The conference at 
the end of July was well attended with about eight 
hundred present on a Friday afternoon. With the 
shortage of food and other supplies, we saw the good 
hand of our God upon us. The meat was supplied 
from four bullocks that were donated and killed. 
Costs increased nearly 190 percent on the previous 
the year. 
We have returned to the construction of the new 
apartment in Yaracal where we purpose shifting in 
the future. Materials, including cement, are scarce 
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and once a week you can perhaps buy ten bags. 
Yaracal is a town about eleven km. from El Mene.  
We have built a large hall there for meetings and a 
Sunday School.  We pray for blessing and eventually 
the formation of an assembly. 

The primary school is in recess at present. We pray 
regarding the need of more teaching staff for the new 
year.  The education is free to all, no fixed salary can 
be paid to the twelve staff members. Each one looks 
to the Lord to meet their needs. 

Please pray for the present situation in Venezuela. 
Everything is scarce. We have to form long lines to 
be able to buy food and most other commodities. 
You then can only buy what they allow which isn’t 
enough for a normal family. Your day is determined 
by the last number of your ID card. Yesterday was 
my turn and I bought 12 toilet rolls, 2 kilos of rice 
and two parquets of Rolled Oats. Meat and poultry 
have disappeared from these parts even though we 
are in a cattle producing area. 
Even though times are difficult, the Word is being 
sounded forth so we rejoice. Brethren pray for us. 

COLOMBIA                                     
Willians and Kylie Alcala
Willians is a Colombian brother, married to Kylie a 
daughter of Edward and Ruth Smith. They are 
serving the Lord in Brisbane, Australia.

!  

Greetings to you all in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Thank you for keeping us in your prayers 
during our time overseas. I would like to keep you 
informed of our recent activities for your prayers. 

Last Saturday we concluded two weeks of Gospel 
meetings at the hall in Sincelejo. It was very 
encouraging to see the support of the local believers 
and also the attendance of several unsaved visitors 
every night.  When we think that not one of the 
believers in this assembly owns a car, and also that 
many of them live far away from the hall, we can 
appreciate the tremendous sacrifice that it is for them 
to come to the meetings. Most of the believers came 
every night for three weeks, one week of prayer 
meetings and two in the Gospel. On the last night of 
the meeting, a young girl professed to be saved. 
Please remember the many who came to the 
meetings and also those who received invitations and 
tracts during the two weeks of meetings. 

On Lord's Day morning, we went with my in-laws to 
Macajan for the Breaking of the Bread. It is a small 
assembly in an area that used to be very close to 
guerrilla activities. It was very close to that place 
where my father-in-law (Edward Smith) was 
kidnapped 15 years  ago. We enjoyed seeing the 
believers there and shared a word of ministry with 
them. In the afternoon, we travelled for three hours 
to Caucasia, where we spent three days. We were 
there one night for the Gospel and another night for a 
ministry meeting, and also went to a small town 
called Puerto Santo where the assembly had a very 
well attended outreach. The local brethren were also 
getting ready for a series of Gospel meetings in 
another part of their town, but we couldn't stay to 
help due to other commitments. Once again, we 
appreciated how the local brethren made an effort to 
go out and preach the Gospel and visit brethren in 
other places. 

On the way back to Sincelejo, we stopped in a rural 
community called Tesoro. It is a very poor area in the 
country, but there is a hall there and the few believers 
maintain two weekly meetings. I went with my boys 
with one of the local believers to invite people to the 
meeting, and it was a great experience for my 
children and they got much closer to how people live 
in those areas. The hall was full of people for the 
Gospel meeting, including many unsaved visitors 
and we had the joy of preaching the Gospel to them. 

From there we went to Santa Cecilia, where the 
believers from Sincelejo have a hall. They have a 
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Sunday School, Gospel meeting and also a weekly 
Bible reading. In one night we went through 1 
Thessalonians chapter 3, and I can say that the most 
important points of the chapter were well covered by 
the local brethren. 

We appreciate your prayers for the rest of our time 
here in Colombia. In the will of the Lord, Edward, 
Ruth and Fernelis will go to Barranquilla this 
Saturday and from there to Venezuela, so we will be 
here one week on our own. Also this Saturday, I have 
the exercise of going to La Sierpe to visit the 
assembly there. Some believers have advised to be 
careful because of rumours of guerrilla groups still 
being active in the area, so special prayers for safety 
are appreciated. Kylie and the children are not going, 
and I will be travelling by bus with a local brother.  

All being well, I will be back in Sincelejo on 
Monday morning, and then we will have, God 
willing, three nights of Gospel meetings in a town 
called Chinu, forty minutes from Sincelejo. There is 
the exercise of going there early each afternoon to 
give tracts and invite people. After those meetings, 
we will be going to Cartagena, then to Barranquilla 
and, in the will of the Lord, we will be in Venezuela 
on the 8th of July. 

Our children are doing very well. It has been a bit 
hard for them, especially travelling from one place to 
another, learning the language, and on top of that, 
doing their school work every day. Michelle is very 
well, although she has been affected by the heat here 
(some days it has been above 40 degrees and we 
don't have air-conditioners here!) We are glad that 
the Lord gave us this opportunity of being here, and 
it has been a great experience for all of us, but we 
miss Australia and all the believers and friends over 
there. In the will of the Lord, we will be back in 
Australia on 22 October this year. 

Special Report  
Hela Province, Papua New Guinea  
Willians Alcala
Our last trip to Papua New Guinea, in March 2015, 
was a very encouraging one. Three believers were 
baptized and we also saw good evidence of spiritual 
growth among the small group of believers. My first  

!  

visit to that country was in 2013, but other Australian 
brethren have been visiting PNG for over ten years 
with the Gospel, especially brother Alf Grant from 
Conference Hall, Brisbane. For the last two years, 
efforts have been concentrated in a village called 
Erepo, in the Hela Province, as well as the 
surrounding towns and villages. A man named Albert 
was saved in that area during one of the first visits 
made by brethren from Brisbane, but at that time 
most of the work was in the Western Highlands 
province, approximately seven hours from Erepo. 
Unfortunately, the work didn't go well in the Western 
Highlands, and so, after much prayer and two years 
of waiting in the Lord, we started visiting Erepo, 
more regularly, where Albert lives. 
Albert has been very active sharing the Gospel with 
his family and neighbours and the Lord has blessed 
his efforts with some souls being saved and also with 
Christians from other groups becoming interested in 
learning about gathering unto the Name of the Lord. 
However, they need a lot of help with Bible teaching 
and also guidance in regard to their Gospel work. 
They have never been in an assembly gathered unto 
the name of the Lord, and they are surrounded by all 
kinds of "churches" and organizations that bring a lot 
of confusion. Consequently, we often keep in contact 
with them over the telephone, as they always have 
questions and problems to share with us. We would 
like to go more often, so we try to do as much as 
possible every time we are there, helping with the 
Gospel, Bible teaching and advising them in regard 
to New Testament doctrine and other issues.  
The Hela province, similarly to most of Papua New 
Guinea, does not have many of the facilities we are 
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used to in other countries. Electricity is unknown to 
many villages, including Erepo, and sewage is not 
available in those remote areas. The soil is very rich, 
and being in the tropics it rains very often, so 
virtually every house has its own garden where they 
grow sweet potato (their main meal) and other 
vegetables. Tropical diseases are every where and 
they are a real danger to those coming from other 
countries. Insecurity is also a big issue, as tribal 
fighting is very common. Foreigners are also 
targeted by robbers and other criminals. But 
regardless of all the inconveniences, the natural 
beauty of PNG is overwhelming and tourists from all 
over the world go there for bush walking and also to 
observe the rich variety of birds. 

The kindness and eagerness of the small group of 
new believers have been an inspiration to us. 
Although they don't have Bible conferences, special 
ministry meetings and so much literature available as 
we do, they have a real desire to learn from the word 
of God, and it is a real pleasure to talk to them about 
the Scriptures. They are also willing to work hard 
with their hands, and a big block of land has been 
cleared up by them, using only a few shovels, with 
the purpose of building a hall in the future. In the 
will of the Lord, we are planing our next trip for 
November this year, when there is the exercise of 
having some more baptisms and gather them to 
remember the Lord in the breaking of the bread for 
the first time.  

Please pray for the believers in that village, that they 
may keep growing in the Lord and see others saved. 
Pray also for the great need of the construction of a 
hall, as they have their meetings in the open air in 
front of one of the believers' huts, just sitting on the 
ground. Finally, also pray for us. We need the Lord's 
guidance to organize our trips there, and also 
security and protection from diseases, but more 
especially for help and wisdom with the preaching of 
the Gospel and the teaching of His word every time 
we go  

ANGOLA  
A brief history of the country                          
and the Lord’s work
Dr. Samuel and Elizabeth Simonyi-Gindele 

 
Rarely heard of in Christian circles, Angola is a 
country with few evangelical missionaries presently.   
The country has a history of remarkable missionary 
endeavours dating back to the first European 
explorer of the “Dark Continent”, Dr. David 
Livingstone.  Making the first trans-continental trek 
beginning in Luanda, Angola, he journeyed to the 
Indian ocean in 1854-56.  However, the Portuguese 
had already been in Angola since the late 1400’s, 
mainly trading in slaves, most of whom were shipped 
to the Portuguese colony of Brazil.  Following 
Livingstone came a flux of missionaries led by 
Frederick Stanley Arnot who brought Christianity to 
central Africa, founding  missions in Angola and 
Zambia, a number of which exist to this day.   

The people of Angola not only suffered the ravages 
of slavery for over 350 years but in more recent 
history, the brutality of the civil war lasting from 
1975 to 2002. This conflict resulted in significant  
loss of life and destruction of any development that 
the Portuguese had brought to Angola in over 500 
years of colonization.  It also resulted in the 60 
expatriate assembly missionaries being forced to 
move to the capital or leave by the early 1980’s and 
brought about the physical destruction of almost all 
of the 20+ assembly mission stations in Angola.   
Remarkably, the assemblies, which numbered around 
400 before the war, now number more than 1200.  
The effects of war continue to be evident in the 
country and the people of Angola.  Since 
infrastructure was destroyed, transport, health, and 
education are far behind countries such as Zambia 
which did not go through a war.  In the assemblies, 
especially in rural areas, many believers remain 
illiterate. This results in assemblies where only a few 
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can read the scriptures;  resultant error in church 
practice and teaching is difficult to avoid in these 
circumstances.  As well, in many instances lack 
health care and sound Bible teaching results in a 
dependence on traditional healers and witchcraft, 
even among believers.   

The Lord has brought workers to Angola.  In 1982, 
Ruth Hadley (UK) arrived in Biula, Lunda-Sul 
province, and within a few years found herself 
largely alone in that area of the country as other 
missionaries left or moved elsewhere;  the Lord led 
her eventually to Saurimo, Lunda-Sul province 
where she continued through the war up to present.  
Brian and Debbie Howden (UK) arrived in early 
1995 before they returned to England for the 
education of their sons in 2003.  Ruth has been 
involved in a wide variety of outreaches from 
literacy work, to home Bible studies, youth outreach, 
support of medical clinics run by Angolan nurses, 
and, more recently, the building and overseeing of 
rural schools just outside of Saurimo.  The Howdens 
have continued to make trips to Angola since their 
return to England, with Brian giving teaching in the 
many assemblies of the area and working closely 
with the Angola Literature Fund.  Zambian 
missionaries Mutondo and Florence Masaha serve in 
Chilombo, Moxico province, close to Zambia, 
providing basic medical care along with a gospel 
outreach, and teaching in the assemblies in the area.  
An Argentinian medical team (overseen by Drs. Juan 
and Adrianna Palacio) has been running a medical 
clinic in Luena, Moxico for the past number of 
years, and Paulo and Raquel Alves (Brazil) labor in 
Lubango, in the south of Angola.  Joel and Kaleigh 
Griffin from Fredericton, NB have completed 
language study in Portugal and are waiting on visas 
to enter Angola and serve in the Biula area.  
Elizabeth and I serve in Biula where we live with our 
five children; we are still adapting to life there. We 
have started working in two local clinics, and plan as 
we become more settled and gain fluency in 
Chokwe, to work with other assembly medical 
clinics, helping in connection with gospel outreach 
and teaching in local assemblies.  The opportunities 
and needs are so varied and plentiful that there must 
be clear direction from God each step of the way to 
engage in what He wants to be done in Angola.  The 

opportunities and needs could occupy a host of new 
workers if there were those willing to leave the 
perceived safety and comfort of home to enjoy the 
challenge of walking by faith and seeing God work 
in Angola. 

ANGOLA                                        
Brian & Debbie Howden

�

The assembly in Helions Bumpstead, Essex, UK 
commended my wife and I to the grace of God in 
1993 to serve the Lord in Angola. We consequently 
spent two years in Lisbon, Portugal, learning the 
Portuguese language before moving to Angola with 
our two sons, Alex (4yrs) and Luke (2yrs) in 1995. 

Our burden was to preach the Gospel and teach the 
Word of God and in some small way to strengthen 
assembly testimony. It became evident on our arrival 
that to effectively reach the people with the 
Scriptures we needed to speak the language of the 
people as so few really understood Portuguese. So 
we set about learning the Chokwe and with the Lords 
help after 9 months I was able to preach my first 
message in Chokwe. Since then this is the language 
we use in day to day conversation and public 
preaching and teaching.  

We lived at Camundambala, a former mission station 
which was abandoned by assembly missionaries in 
1969 due to the unrest. The war of independence 
moved on to be a civil war which continued in the 
country until 2002 when Jonas Savimbi the UNITA 
leader was killed. This brought peace to Angola, 
which by the goodness of God continues to the 
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present day. We worked hard to make a home out of 
very little, and without all the practical help that is 
available today the Lord gave us the grace to live in 
challenging surroundings and circumstances despite 
the war that at times almost came upon our doorstep. 
The boys grew up knowing the explosions of mines, 
artillery fire passing over the house, small arms fire, 
refugees, even their friends would flee the village at 
night due to fear that the rebels would attack, but we 
were preserved, safe in doing the will of God. Psalm 
91 became exceedingly precious to Debbie and I 
over those years. 

Debbie home schooled the boys and during the day I 
would have small Bible study groups with men who 
came from the surrounding villages. It was our 
desire to teach those who could in turn teach others 
and it is our great joy that many of those who 
participated in those Bible study groups during 
1996-2003 are still active and serving the Lord in 
their assemblies to the present day. They were 
physically tough days, but we were happy in doing 
something for the Lord and His faithfulness to us as 
a young family in meeting our every need will never 
dim in our memories as the years pass. 

In 2003, we returned home to the UK for the 
education of our sons. God hadn’t called them to 
serve Him in Angola, and we felt they were our first 
mission field and we needed to prepare them for 
their lives in the UK, to be among folk of their own 
culture and hear Bible teaching from someone other 
than Dad! So since 2003 we have been based in the 
UK and I have been able with the Lord’s help to visit 
Angola four times every year, up to a month each 
visit. 

During this time, our service for God changed into 
an itinerant ministry. I would load my Land Rover 
with books, Bibles and Hymnbooks, take a couple of 
local brethren with me and travel mainly into the 
Camaxilo area of northern Angola to preach and 
teach the Scriptures. It has been an amazing time, 
seeing the phenomenal need of Bible teaching at first 
hand amongst the Chokwe speaking assemblies. The 
foundation had been laid during the pioneer years of 
Gospel work in Angola but with the onset of war 
which continued for almost 40 years the work had 
only grown numerically and colossal ignorance of 

basic Bible truths exist and the fear of witchcraft 
abounds in every place. We have found that by 
speaking the language, living in the Africans homes 
no matter how simple they are, and eating their food, 
sitting where they sit and making the effort to reach 
them has opened hearts as well as ears to the truths 
of the Word of God. 

It has always been our intention, as the Lord leads, to 
return to Angola on a permanent basis once the boys 
have married.  Alex married last year, Luke is due to 
marry next year and the Lord has over ruled and 
graciously given us a tangible indication of His will 
for us in that we have both recently been granted a 5 
year residence permit by the Angolan Immigration 
Authorities so we are making plans to return to 
Angola permanently during the second half of 2016 
D.V. We would appreciate very much your 
fellowship in prayer as we face another, new chapter 
in our service for the Lord. 

Palapye, BOTSWANA                                          
Colin and Christine Raggett  

We are very grateful for your interest in the work 
which the Lord is doing here. 
This year’s Seedsowers Outreach has just been 
completed and we covered Kgagodi, Diloro, 
Maokatumo and part of Mogapinyana, which are all 
villages on the North East side of Palapye. 
They have been covered once before, three years ago 
with the John 3:16 Seedsowers text, but for this 
year’s outreach, we have done John 14:6 in Setswana 
with a full explanation of the verse on the back. We 
spent 2 evenings putting the packages together - they 
comprise: the text, gospel leaflets and a reply card 
inside a transparent plastic bag. People are really 
pleased to receive these packages and many will 
undoubtedly display the text in their homes. We 
usually don’t get any refusals when giving out 
Seedsowers packages. 

Villages like these which were covered in this years 
Seedsowers Dis t r ibut ion have very l i t t le 
employment. There are quite a few homes where 
there are only grandparents and young people - other 
family members may spend most of the year 
elsewhere where they have managed to find a job. 
We met quite a few who have relatives in Palapye, 
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some who know the whereabouts of the Gospel Hall, 
and some actually promised to come when they are 
next in Palapye on a weekend.  

It’s always a great opportunity for our believers who 
have not been in assembly fellowship for many 
months, to learn how to speak to people about the 
way of salvation from others who are more 
experienced. One lady holding a Seedsowers 
package, told us that she got saved in 1995 and she 
seemed to be a genuine believer.  

Christine had just given this family in Kgagodi a text 
and gospel leaflets, and as I was passing, I asked if I 
could take a photograph. It’s a grandmother with her 
grandchildren. They were pleased to be in a photo.  

As we often find in rural areas, there were quite a 
few homes where no adults were present - young 
children were found looking after themselves 
because the adults were away for the day! Some 
young children near-by were playing in a disused 
mud-built rondavel (round house) where only one 
small section of the wall remains. Houses don’t have 
‘letter boxes’ so we had to leave the packages with 
the children to give to the adults.  

Tirana, ALBANIA                                                
Enri and Sylvia Nase                     

�

As we consider what John the Apostle wrote to the 
Christians centuries ago, 1 John 4:3, 4 we realize that 
it is just as much relevant today as it was then. We 
think of the spirit of antichrist when seeing our 
brothers and sisters in the Muslim world being 
displaced from their homes, tortured and killed 
because of their faith in the living Saviour. The 
radicalization of Islam has been felt also in Albania 
and in recent months the government has stopped 
many who were trying to go to Syria to fight Islamic 
jihad under the ISIS flag. Despite all that we are able 
to rest in the Scriptural promise - the One who is in 
us is greater than he that is in the world.                                                                                                                              
Assembly and outreach: — The believers are 
taking more responsibility in the assembly. We have 
regular meetings with the men to plan and organize 
various activities and some of them now share the 
responsibility of our Thursday night Bible study.                               
In February, we had a special outreach activity again 
for unsaved couples that we know, in order to build 
upon the relationships already made with them and 
to present the Gospel. It is interesting to see that 
several of them will only come to this type of setting 
and not to our regular Gospel meet ing.                                                                                                         
In March, we were able to publish a new book 
containing the testimony of a Hindu guru who 
trusted Christ. He had practised Hinduism and yoga 
from his childhood, but following contact with 
Christians in his village, he was introduced to the 
glorious Gospel and freedom that comes with 
salvation. Living in such times when New Age 
philosophy has become popular with its ideas of self 
-motivation, yoga and identification with Mother 
Nature, we felt that such a publication was necessary 
for the Albanian reader. Here most people don’t 
realize that the roots of these ideas are steeped in 
Hinduism and ultimately in demonic powers.  

We also had a group of Christians from Germany and 
Austria with us in March helping with the 
distribution of literature and engaging with people in 
street evangelism. The reception was generally good 
and the literature was well accepted. Many copies of 
the book were also given to those interested. As 
always, Easter is a great opportunity to witness to 
those around us of the deep meaning of the vicarious 
death and the victorious resurrection of our Lord and 
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Saviour Jesus Christ. The believers invited their 
friends and other contacts along. As both the 
Catholic and Greek Orthodox Easters are celebrated 
here we held a special event on both Sundays. 
Another couple has recently joined us. They have 
moved to Tirana from the north of Albania and it is 
good to have them. They have two boys who are 
approaching their teenage years and our boys have 
befriended them quickly. People that move to Tirana 
need extra time invested in helping them, with 
practical issues as they settle into a new environment 
and a new spiritual home. 
We are very encouraged with the progress of a 29- 
year-old-lady in her understanding of the Bible. 
Sylvia and I meet with her on Saturday mornings 
before the children’s meeting to study the Bible and 
follow up on her queries as she goes through the 
Emmaus courses. She likes to identify with the 
believers, but as yet has not made a clear step of 
faith. Continue to pray for her as we feel she is close 
to the Kingdom.  

Prison ministry: — Visits to prison are always 
refreshing and often when the men are on day 
release they call to meet for coffee or just to say 
hello which is always appreciated. There are new 
contacts interested in the Gospel. We are having 
regular meetings in one wing and the inmates enjoy 
even the singing before the Gospel message.  

Bible exhibition: — We have had two further 
showings of the exhibition since last November. One 
assembly had requested it for 10 days and we were 
encouraged to see so many young people interested 
and having questions on what they saw. The second 
venue was a small town in the south of Albania for a 
week. There the local authorities visited the displays 
and stands and even invited the local school to visit 
it! The schools in Albania are very secular and by 
law we cannot invite them to visit the exhibition.  

Children’s Home: — More children have joined 
this year and the house is again at full capacity, 
almost all of them under 6 years old. The law and 
regulations have also changed somewhat which has 
directly affected life in the house as we try to comply 
with new guidelines. After 20 years of service in 
Gjirokaster, the local Council awarded the home an 

honorary title. We were able to share with over 100 
in attendance how the home has provided love, 
protection and identity for these children over the 
years and how we too can find them in Christ.  

Various Family Matters: — We have just returned 
from the first evangelistic weekend organized by one 
of Sylvia’s colleagues and some of our youth, for 
nursing students. It was held at a hotel in Durres with 
80-85 present, most unsaved with their first exposure 
to a clear presentation of the Gospel. We have heard 
of one professing Christ and others who have been 
deeply troubled by the Holy Spirit. Working with 
students is a unique privilege. Many come from 
villages and towns far from Tirana where they have 
never heard the Gospel. Please pray for the Christian 
youth as they are active and involved in sharing with 
their peers that they would be preserved and blessed 
and that many would be won for the Saviour. Sylvia 
continues to practice part time at the Christian clinic 
with the development and training of new Christian 
doctors. She is the only foreign doctor at the clinic. 
We take the opportunity to thank you all for your 
spiritual, prayerful and practical fellowship  

HORIZONS                
Panorama P.O. Box 39012                            

Unit 100 - 15157 56 Avenue                      
Surrey, B.C., Canada, V3S 9A7

E-mail:  tsamhorizons@shaw.ca
Editor:  T. S. Ashley Milne  

 Website Admin: Joel Schmidt
             horizonsmissionarymagazine.com  

!  
    

 FOR LATE HORIZONS NEWS:
Visit Horizons website:

HORIZONS �13



NICARAGUA                                                                                             
Kyle & Allison Wilson                                                                          
kyleallywilson@hotmail.com  

In 1997, a small group of Honduran 
brothers travelled for the first time to 
the city of Estelí with an exercise to 
reach Nicaraguans with the gospel. 
To our knowledge, it was one of the 
first efforts of assembly gospel work 
in Nicaragua. Since those first steps 
of faith were taken, others have followed with the 
same desire to reach the Nicaraguan people for 
Christ. As of writing this report, there are now 13 
assemblies planted for Gods glory and other small 
works beginning. Many of the assemblies are still in 
the early stages of growth and development, but we 
praise God for what He has done in Nicaragua.  

18 years have quickly passed and the initial 
“newness” of assembly work has since faded away. 
The initial excitement of reaching a new country and 
seeing the very first assemblies planted has, in some 
ways, passed away. The focus of blazing new trails 
for the gospel has now turned to the development 
and growth of the established assemblies; a work 
that takes years of dedicated pastoral and 
shepherding work to see leadership raised up and 
assemblies functioning on their own. 

As I think about the work in Nicaragua, I see how 
much assembly work has developed, grown and 
changed in 18 short years. I also see that the work in, 
general, seems to be in a different season as many of 
the young assemblies are still in the stage of maturity 
and growth. As the work continues to develop, we 
enter new seasons of focus and I am reminded of the 
words of Paul to the assembly in Corinth “I have 
planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase. 
So then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither 
he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase” – 
1 Corinthians 3:6-7 
Allison and I have found ourselves focused primarily 
on the ‘watering’ for the past five years. They have 
been five years of service in the province of Masaya  
in the small rural area of El Valle  (the valley).  Since 

!  

seeing the assembly planted in 2007, we have 
laboured to see maturity among the Christians and 
leadership to guide and shepherd them. There have 
been many t imes of discouragement and 
disappointments and many times of victory and 
praise. The Lord has taught us many lessons over the 
past few years and drawn us to more fully depend on 
Him. As the years have gone by focused on the 
assembly in El Valle, our hearts have longed to be 
able to effectively reach other areas for the gospel. 
We have tried to develop and teach the assembly the 
importance of reaching our community through 
door-to-door work, seed-sowers, house meetings, 
community outreaches and other activities, but we 
have not been able to get a stronghold in other cities 
and so for the past few years we have prayed to see 
doors open so that we can move on with the gospel. 
There will always be the need for those to water and 
nourish, but our growing desire has been to get back 
to the “planting” stage of gospel work, to see new 
areas and new people reached with the Gospel. I 
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believe this to be one of the great preserving features 
of the Lord’s work in the country. 
With this in mind, we value your prayers in regards 
to future gospel work in this country. As Allison and 
I laid our burdens before the Lord, He answered our 
prayers in sending a Honduran couple (Silfredo & 
Jocelyn) that have committed to helping in the 
assembly in El Valle. We value their desire to leave 
their homeland behind and dedicate their lives in 
total surrender to the Lord. We also rejoice in the 
fact that the door is opening for us to move into new 
areas with the gospel. We see the great needs around 
us, as millions of Nicaraguans have never heard the 
gospel and false beliefs run rampant throughout the 
country. We are now looking forward to where the 
Lord would have us begin preaching the gospel and 
focusing our attention on that. 

Managua, NICARAGUA                                      
Mark and Brenda Bachert                         
markbrenda@hotmail.com

By the Grace of God, we are one month away from 
celebrating our first anniversary. We are a little 
group of 24 breaking bread each Lord's day 
afternoon. We appreciate the consistency of the six 

married couples who really lend stability to the 
Assembly. We thank the Lord for the collaboration of 
the young folks and pray daily for their preservation. 
 A couple of the young men have now graduated 
from the engineering program and have found solid 
well-paying jobs.  Kevin the first fruits of the work 
here is one of whom I write.  He was married the 8th 
of August and his wife plans to be baptized on 
August 30th. 
We expect several to obey the Lord in baptism on the 
30th and some have also expressed desire to enter 
into the fellowship of the Assembly.  
The Assembly has been active in the gospel and 
working together has been very positive to witness. 
 We have been able to have a couple short series of 
meetings on the weekends, (Friday - Sunday).   The 
trailer is used as a backdrop for the pulpit, and a 
place to project the hymns.  We temporarily planted 
6-meter long bamboo poles around the area and 
fastened yard lights on each one that were powered 
with a little Honda generator.  The brothers and 
sisters were phenomenal as they set up and took 
down each night so nothing was stolen.  The 70 
chairs were all filled and several were standing most 
nights.  In the will of the Lord, we hope to engage in 
these efforts at least once a month in various 
communities in the city.  Please pray for these 
opportunities to preach the unsearchable riches of 
Christ to lost souls. 
It is again our purpose to invite a team of young men 
down to live and learn in Managua.  This team will 
commence September of 2016.  Please pray that the 
Lord will handpick those whose hearts are being 
prepared for this opportunity. 
  
Brenda was invited to observe and participate in a 
powerful workshop in Texas that is for the healing of 
women who have painful yesterdays.  We know that 
several of our dear sisters are carrying such pain day 
by day.  Please pray that Brenda will have wisdom 
from above as many of our sisters have welcomed 
Brenda into their confidence and are seeking help. 
 We praise the Lord who has come to heal the broken 
hearted, give sight to the blind, and liberty to the 
captives. It is very beautiful for us to think of a local 
church in Philippi and see saved ones sitting together 
who came from very different backgrounds.  Lydia 

HORIZONS �15



was an immigrant business lady, was she a single 
mom? Did she experience the pain of a divorce? 
 The Lord opened her heart and she opened her 
home.  The damsel girl, an abuse victim, used by her 
masters for monetary gain. Poor soul.  Praise God 
she found a new identity in Jesus Christ.  Freedom 
from the shackles of sin and abuse through the 
power of Jesus' name.  As our eyes glance around the 
circle we see the jailor.  Such a tough, cruel, sizeable 
man yet who was at the point of suicide when the 
powerful question pierced the darkened dungeon, 
"Sirs, what must I do to be saved"? Again the answer 
to the human heart's deepest need is Jesus!  Abused 
and Aggressor, both sitting remembering the Lamb 
that was freshly slain to bring forgiveness and 
healing in their lives. Managua is much like Philippi.   

Rio Grande do Sul, BRAZIL 
John and Christine McCann
mccannjohnjr@gmail.com

During March and April, a national worker, Sr 
Roberto Ploia and I, had six weeks Gospel Meetings 
with the small assembly in Rio Pardo. Despite the 
fact that the assembly has now only five in 
fellowship, we had nights when around 25 people 
were present to listen to the Gospel. One lady 
professed faith in Christ, and we trust will prove to 
have reality. We value prayer especially for a man in 
his forties called Sr Vanderlei. His father has been in 
fellowship for many years, but recently his son of 15 
years was taken into eternity. Ever since this sad 
death, Sr Vanderlei has attended meetings 
consistently and has told us that he wants to be 
saved. The Rio Pardo believers hold a weekly 
Gospel Meeting on a Wednesday night, and it is 
encouraging to see this man at almost every meeting. 

Here in Santa Maria, brother Roberto and I, had a 
number of weeks of Gospel Meetings, in the home of 
a man who professed salvation this past year. None 
of his family had shown any interest in the Gospel, 
and he especially is concerned that his wife who has 
a severe heart problem had never heard of her need 
of salvation. Although we continued these meetings 
for six weeks, in a room at the rear of his home, this 
lady never attended one night. However, we believe 
that she did hear us preach and pray that something 

of God’s word may yet be used in her heart. Towards 
the end of the series, a son and daughter in law of 
this man began to attend, and after the series 
finished, we carried on a weekly Gospel Meeting in 
the same room on a Monday night. This couple 
attended well, and we long to hear of their 
awakening and salvation. Another young man called 
Caetano from Mozambique who is studying at the 
local University, attended these meetings, and 
continues to attend the weekly meetings in the hall. 
Some weeks ago, we had five nights of Bible 
Readings on the Levitical Offerings, in the Gospel 
Hall in Santa Maria, and Caetano attended each 
meeting. He has been asking intelligent questions 
since, and we are planning to have another six nights 
using a chart of the Tabernacle, during the next two 
weeks. Sadly his Master’s Degree course finishes in 
a few weeks’ time, and he will be returning to Africa 
in mid-September. We long to hear of his salvation 
before he leaves.  

!  
Sunday School in the Santa Maria Gospel Hall. 

God willing, brother Roberto Ploia and I plan to start 
a series of Gospel Meetings early in September, with 
the assembly in Sao Gabriel which is 170 kms from 
here. During the past 18 months, the assembly there 
has lost six older believers, who were taken home to 
heaven. Some other older believers also are unable to 
attend meetings as once they did. We are especially 
exercised about the unsaved families of some of the 
Lords People, and would value prayer for the 
planned meetings, that God will work in the 
salvation of precious souls. “Brethren pray for us” 1 
Thess 5: 25. 
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